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Welcome to the fourth issue 
of the CLC Alumni Chatter! 
     As volunteer members of 
Crystal Lake Camps’ Alumni 
Council, our goal is to keep 
CLC alums connected with 
each other and with camp. 
   We host regional events 
throughout the year and help 
support the Fall For All week-
end up at camp in October. 
   Look for us on Facebook! 
Thanks for hanging in with 
us as we got our feet under 
us with this Chatter project. 
We’ve finally got an editing 
system in place, and we hope 
it will help us stick to a more 
reliable schedule going for-
ward and eventually send out 
four issues a year. 
   To help us do that we hope 
you’ll share your stories and 
photos, whether of glory days 
past or adventures present. 
This is your Alumni Chatter, 
and we’re so excited that 
you’re on this journey with 
us.

-Your CLC Alumni Council

CLC Board of Trustees over-
sees the Alumni Association 
and Council.

30 Years Ago CLC’s First Campers 
From Mexico Arrived

By Laurie Scott

My family and I had just 
moved from Sydney, Austra-
lia, to Mexico City, Mexico. I 
was making plans to work as 
Camp Mom at Crystal Lake 
Camps the coming summer, 
and bring my two daughters, 
Jasmine (5) and Kendra (2), 
with me. Word started to 
spread around First Church, 
Mexico City, and teenagers 

started quietly asking if I 
thought they might be able to 
go, too. Parents quietly asked 
if I thought their children 
might be able to go, as well. 
Each asked in whispers, as if 
even raising the question was 
a stretch of faith. 
    I had no idea what to tell 
them. At that time there were 
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Blast from the past:  A camper references Veronica Gomez, who was 
one of eight campers from Mexico listed in the 1994 Chatter that year. 

The
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Alums Share:
‘Going To Camp Made Me Realize I Could Do Anything’

By Aida (Hernandez Ceron) 
Caruso

I first heard of CLC from my 
aunt and cousin in Mexico. 
They used to talk about it all 
the time, but I never thought I 
would be able to go. 
    When I was eventually able 
to go, it was revealing in many 
ways. It was my first experi-
ence with many things.  It was 
my first time on an airplane, 
my first time traveling that 
far and for that long. I didn’t 
even have an idea what a sum-
mer camp was then.  
    It was eye-opening for me 
to learn about another culture 
and country. I really think ev-
ery human being should do 
that, as it really changed my 
perspective on so much.

     During my first summer, I 
was a regular camper, I made 
new friends, many of whom I 
still keep in touch with, and 
they became like family to me. 
   I missed my CIT year at 
camp,  but the year after that 
I went and I was part of the 
staff. I decided to work with 
the horses, and it was amaz-
ing. Horses were everything 
to me!  
    I couldn’t ride, but I was hap-
py being there, taking care of 
them, cleaning and feeding 
them. 
    Toby was one of my favor-
ites. He was gorgeous, kind, 
and such a sweetie. All of the 
horses have personalities! 
I will never forget the sum-
mer we got Billy Bob.  He was 
a mule and he was so funny. 
He could jump out from his 

stall and he’d just go wander 
around, and we’d race to go 
find him and bring him back. 
He loved when the kids would 
bring him donuts for break-
fast.
   Speaking of breakfast, that 
was one of my favorite times of 
the day because I was so hun-
gry by then. If I’m not wrong, I 
think I was part of the Turtles 
Clan. The year I was a camper 
I was in the first cabin to the 
right coming to camp (Wahal-
la or Atira).
    My counselors that first year 
were Jenna Fisher and Man-
dy Kaul. I always felt Mandy 
was so huggable, I don’t think 
I ever told her that. 
   My English back then was so 
poor I couldn’t express much, 
which is why I think I enjoyed 
spending so much time with 

Horsing around: Maraila (Merritt) Steighner, Susanne Wainwright, Kelly Southern 
and Aida (Hernandez Ceron) Caruso (accross the three) hang out in the old bathtub 
at the stables. Photo courtesy Aida Caruso.



the horses. I loved it so much 
I even seriously considered 
working with horses after 
camp. Mexico’s horse world 
is quite different, so it wasn’t 
a right fit, but camp certainly 
contributed to a life-long love 
for them. 
    Going to camp made me re-
alize that I could do anything 
I wanted. When I came back 
to Mexico from camp, I stayed 
in the city for a year or so and 
then I decided to move to Pla-
ya del Carmen, Quintana Roo. 
I didn’t know anyone there 
but I knew that I could do any-
thing, so I wasn’t afraid. 
     Although I may have forgot-
ten a lot of the details of camp 
over the years, I know that I 
got that courage from going 
to camp. It isn’t so much what 
you remember about camp 
that matters, as it is the effect 
your experiences there have 
on you, how they stay with 
and move you (literally).

En Espanol:
     Escuché por primera vez 
de CLC por mi tía y mi pri-
mo en México, solían hablar 
de eso todo el tiempo, nunca 
pensé que fuera un lugar al 
que pudiera ir. 
    Creo que fui a Crystal Lake 
Camps de 1998 a 2002. Ir a 
CLC fue para mí muy revela-
dor en muchos sentidos, ya 
que era para mí la primera 
vez que hacía muchas cosas, 
la primera vez que volaba, la 
primera vez que viajaba tan 
lejos, y durante tanto tiempo, 
no tenía ni idea de lo que era 
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un campamento en ese en-
tonces. Me abrió los ojos para 
aprender sobre otra cultura / 
país, realmente creo que todo 
ser humano debería hacer eso, 
realmente cambió mi manera 
de pensar
    Creo que al año siguiente 
no pude volver al campamen-
to, pero año el que le siguió a 
ese si fui y fui parte del per-
sonal, decidí trabajar con los 
caballos y fue increíble, ¡los 
caballos eran todo para mí! 
No sabia montar, pero esta-
ba feliz de estar allí, cuidar-
los, limpiarlos y alimentarlos. 
Toby era uno de mis favoritos, 
era hermoso, amable, dulce, 
todos tienen diferentes per-
sonalidades. No puedo olvidar 
el verano que tuvimos a Billy 
Bob, era un mulo y era gracio-
so, estoy bastante seguro de 
que era un hombre, podía sal-
tar de su establo y se escapa-
ba para pasear, amaba cuando 
los niños le traían donas para 
el desayuno.
En mi primer año, fui un 
campista regular, conocí nue-
vos amigos, muchos de los 
cuales todavía me mantengo 
en contacto y se convirtieron 
en una familia.
    El desayuno era uno de mis 
momentos favoritos del día 
porque para entonces ya tenía 
hambre. Si no me equivoco, 
creo que era parte del Clan 
de las Tortugas, el año que fui 
campista estaba en la primera 
cabaña a la derecha viniendo 
al campamento. 
    Mis consejeras fueron Jen-
na Fisher y Mandy Kaul. 
Siempre sentí que Mandy era 

tan abrazadora, creo que nun-
ca le dije eso, mi inglés en ese 
entonces era tan pobre que no 
podía expresar mucho, creo 
que por eso disfruté pasar tan-
to tiempo con los caballos. De 
hecho, consideré dedicarme 
a trabajar con los caballos 
después del campamento, el 
problema era que en México 
las cosas funcionan de mane-
ra diferente, por lo que no me 
quedaba bien.
    Ir al campamento me hizo 
darme cuenta de que podía 
hacer lo que quisiera, cuando 
regresé a México del campa-
mento, me quedé en la ciudad 
un año más o menos, y luego 
decidí mudarme a Playa del 
Carmen, Quintana Roo. No 
conocía a nadie allí, pero sabía 
que podía hacer cualquier 
cosa, así que no tenía miedo.       
     Probablemente no recuerdo 
mucho del campamento, pero 
sé que obtuve ese coraje al ir 
al campamento, pienso que no 
es tanto de lo que recuerdas, 
pero el efecto que la experi-
encia tiene en ti y permanece 
contigo y te mueve (literal-
mente).

Aida is from Mexico City. She 
attended camp from 1998 to 
2002.

Alums Share
...continued
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Campers From Mexico Arrive At CLC 

3,000 Pesos to the US dollar. 
As the parents looked at the 
list of clothing to bring, most 
couldn’t imagine being able 
to afford even the necessary 
undies and socks, never mind 
roundtrip airfare to Pennsyl-
vania and camp tuition. 
   Most of these kids had 
never been on an airplane, 
traveled to another country, 
or been to a camp for Chris-
tian Science kids. Plus, the 
parents had seen a lot in the 
media about violence in the 
USA, and weren’t sure their 
children would be safe. 
    I called Dottie and ex-
plained the situation. The 
camp had sent me a promo-
tional video, and I wrestled 
with whether to even show it 
to my friends. Was it cruel to 
build up their hopes, if there 
wasn’t any possible way Mex-
ican children could attend?
    Dottie asked me to give her 
and Joe one hour to pray. 
    An hour later she called 
back to say that she and Joe 
had prayed about it, and that 
yes, I should show the vid-
eo. She said the camp would 
do all it could to financially 
support those who sincerely 
wanted to attend.
    A few days later our living 
room was packed with friends 
of all ages from church, and 
we shared the CLC video. 
There was such excitement!
    Fast forward a few weeks. 
Dottie and Joe asked me to 
deliver the good news that 
CLC would cover the cost 
of airfare and camp tuition 

for 11 teenage boys, and the 
camp tuition for one teen-
age girl (her family had the 
means to purchase an airline 
ticket). A grandmother who 
had never been outside of 
Mexico City was also hired to 
serve on the staff.
    It was so much fun to deliv-
er this news!!! 
    Purchasing the necessary 
clothes was still a stretch for 
most, but felt doable. Secur-
ing visas presented another 
whole batch of challenges. 
But one by one the obstacles 
were prayerfully addressed 
and overcome. We were all 
going to camp!
    A few weeks later we were 
at the airport, riding the 
escalator up to the boarding 
gates to begin our journey 
to Hughesville, PA. I was 
the last in line, with the 12 

International kitchen crew: Aaron Tochimani, Yanik Gentry, Flavio Tochimani 
all of Mexico, Thalia Paskal of NY and Pasha from Russia strike a pose near 
the dishwasher, circa 2001. 4

teens, grandmother, and my 
two daughters in front of me. 
Below was a sea of parents, 
grandparents, siblings, aunts, 
uncles, and cousins waving 
good bye. 
    I was so happy because I 
knew these dear kiddos and 
grandma would give far more 
than they received. A few 
years earlier I had served 
on the CLC staff for the first 
time, and was surprised to 
see a lack of enthusiastic 
gratitude among some camp-
ers. 
     Growing up I had always 
wanted to attend CLC, but 
was never able to. How could 
some of the US kids not see 
what an amazing place it 
was? How could they not be 
filled with gratitude for the 
opportunity to attend CLC?
    Sure enough, the 12 teens 



and grandma glowed with en-
thusiasm and love and grati-
tude throughout the summer. 
While few spoke English, and 
that was a challenge, the uni-
versal language of Love com-
municated loud and clear.
     The story continues, and 
the ripple effects of this first 
summer blessed my family 
and many others. I could go 
on and on! 
     The next year those who 
wanted to attend camp spent 
months working to earn 
money for their airline tick-
ets, and again CLC provided 
several scholarships. 
    Each week the teens bought 
a large block of cheese, cut 
it into one pound pieces, and 
sold them to members after 
church on Sundays. We all 
ate a lot of cheese that year! 
They also washed cars to 
earn funds for their tickets. 
It was inspiring to see how 
much they wanted to attend 
camp, and how hard they 
worked to reach that goal.
    Each subsequent summer 
has been a demonstration of 
Divine Love meeting whatev-
er the need, and many have 
blessed and been blessed by 
a summer at CLC. Those first 
12 teens are now adults, and 
some have even served on the 
CLC staff. I am so grateful for 
Dottie and Joe’s courage and 
love that prompted them to 
say “¡Sí!” to this first group 
of Mexican campers. Que Dios 
los bendiga. [God bless them.]
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Spotlight on: Camp Songs 
It’s hard to imagine camp without ‘em: Songs. From the be-
ginning of CLC, they’ve been a major part of the camp expe-
rience. Campers and staff have been singing them loudly by 
the flag pole, inside the Dining Hall, on the game field or songs 
across the lake from the Lodge for as long as camp has been 
nestled in the Endless Mountains. Some are familiar to those 
at any camp, and some were written especially for CLC. 
   Which camp song was your favorite? Back in the 2004 CLC 
Chatter, camp sent out the words to these three songs. Which 
ones do you remember? 



Ricky Moore Interviews 
Enrique Villalpando 

How did you hear about Crystal Lake Camps?
Enrique: I remember the Scott family was living in Mexico. 
Dave Scott was a news correspondent for The Christian Sci-
ence Monitor. 
    They told us about CLC and the great experience it could be 
for many of the Christian Science students in Mexico.
They invited us to watch some videos about CLC.  
    Watching these videos, we had the opportunity to see the 
actual Crystal Lake, cabins, activities, the dining hall. But the 
most interesting thing for me was the opportunity to be in 
a 100 percent Christian Science place. In Mexico, we didn’t 
have too many opportunities of that kind.
    Of course I told my mom, “I want to go,” but when we saw 
the cost, it was not affordable. Not just for our family, but for 
many families it was almost impossible to be able to afford it. 
That’s when the Scott family informed us that the camp had a 
project worker program and we could apply. We applied im-
mediately and some weeks later they told us that the camp 
approved our financial aid. 
     When I think back to it, I really believe that moment my life 
changed, I really think that if I didn’t go to CLC in the 1990s, 
my life would not be the same.

What was it like coming to CLC your first year?
I remember all the things we did to save money to pay for 
a Mexican passport, the US visa and to fly to CLC. We sold 
many things, washed cars, and scrambled. I was only about 
12 years old, but I was that interested in going to CLC.
     The day we arrived I was so nervous, we arrived on a Sat-
urday night, and I was the youngest Mexican camper, so my 
cabin in that time was Ogdonia, and another Mexican camper 
was in Norman. When I saw that I would be alone in Ogdonia 
with no other Mexicans I was scared, because I didn’t speak 
any English and the counselors and other campers didn’t 
speak Spanish. 
     That first year evenings were a little difficult because of 
the language barrier, but during the day I got support from 
the other Mexican campers and that was helpful.

What stood out to you?
I think and still think that the camp experience was amazing: 
The peace, the lake, the woods, the bears, the deer and espe-
cially the spiritual environment was and is amazing. All peo-
ple speak the same language, the Christian Science language.  
All of CLC is unique and special.

What was strange?
I remember a boy asked me if 
we used sombreros and guns 
and if we still used horses to 
get around in Mexico City. 
That was so funny to me 
because we only use those 
types of things as part of a 
costume at parties or, like 
in the US, we did horseback 
riding as a hobby, not as daily 
transportation. That’s when I 
realized that the internation-
al exchange was an opportu-
nity not only for the Mexican 
campers, but for all campers 
who attended CLC.

Do you remember what clan 
were you?
Of course, I’m a bear. I still 
remember when they told us, 
your clan is your clan for life. 
I remember Joe Alford as the 
council fire leader and I re-
member the games we played 
at that time. 

What was your favorite 
thing to do?
Well, I loved many activities. 
I especially loved mountain 
bike, swimming and kayak-
ing. My favorite special all 
camp activities were playing 
Capture the Flag, mud soccer 
and Little Olympics.

Did you go back to CLC?
Of course! I came back the 
very next year. I worked, 
and did  all I could to be able 
to pay for the visa, the plane 
ticket, and make the trip 
happen. Since then, I’ve gone 
back to CLC many times.  I 
even had the opportunity to 
be the Ogdonia counselor for 
three years, my first year as 
staff member my co-counsel-
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or was Ricky Moore and that 
also was a great experience.

What else can you say about 
CLC?
I really want to give thanks 
to the Alford family because 
they expressed Love in all 
the things they did for all the 
campers that went to CLC. 
    I really think that the work 
at CLC changed many lives. 
They expressed the divine 
Mind in all the altruistic 
things they did. I don’t have 
words to thank all the people 
who make camp possible.
   Finally, I want to thank God 
because this year (2021) my 
daughter finally decided to 
go to CLC as a counselor and 
when she came back to Mexi-
co, she was so happy, and now 
we have many camp things 
to talk about, especially be-
cause of her understanding of 
Christian Science.
   I had been telling her about 
CLC for many years, but she 
didn’t really express a desire 
to go. This year, though, my 
brother Antero called me, and 
told me about an opportunity, 
I thought she wouldn’t want 
to go, but I told Antero to ask 
her, and if she wanted to go, 
it would definitely be OK with 
me. 
    I got surprised when she 
called me and asked me, 
“Dad can I go to camp?” I said 
immediately “Of course, it is 
a unique experience and you 
shouldn’t let it pass.”
   Thanks to all the staff who 
make CLC a great place.

Top of the ski slopes in 2012: Casey Swan, Ben Edwards, Amelia 
Hobbs, Martha Mmdina, Rosario de la Cruz, Kelsi Mayer and Nathan 
Wright.
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How long have you gone to 
camp?
I have attended camp for 12 
summers 
What clan are you in?
I am a turkey
What are you up to now? I’m 
working on a website in Mex-
ico that supports students 
who attend public schools. 
Where do you live?
 I live in Tecámac, which is 
Estado de México, near  Méx-
ico City.
What do you think of when 
you think about camp? 
I miss the lake, the view, the 
trails, the smell of the woods; 
the environment; the lodge.

En Español:
Tengo 12 veranos asistiendo 
a CLC.

Soy pavo.

Trabajo en una página web en 
México que ayuda a niños que 
estudian en escuelas públicas.

Vivo en Tecámac, en el Es-
tado de México, cerca de la 
Ciudad de  México.

Extraño el lago, la vista, los 
caminos, el olor del bosque.

An Interview With Rosario de la Cruz
By Jenn Ritter

See page 8 for 
Spanish translation



Ricky: Cómo se enteró de Crystal Lake Camps?
Enrique: Recuerdo una familia llamada Scott, que vivía en 
México como corresponsal de noticias del Monitor
 de Christian Science. Nos contaron sobre CLC y la gran ex-
periencia que podría ser para muchos de los estudiantes de 
Ciencia Cristiana en México.
Nos invitaron a ver algunos videos sobre CLC. viendo estos 
videos tuvimos la oportunidad de ver el Crystal Lake real, 
cabañas, actividades, comedor, pero lo más interesante para 
mí fue la oportunidad de estar en un lugar 100% de Ciencia 
Cristiana. En México no tenemos muchas oportunidades de 
ese tipo.
    Claro que le dije a mi mamá, “me quiero ir”, pero en ese 
tiempo cuando vimos el costo de estaren CLC, para muchas 
de las familias no era asequible, era casi imposible, en ese 
momento la familia Scott comenta que el campamento tenía 
un programa de trabajadores del proyecto y podemos pos-
tularnos. En ese momento aplicamos de inmediato y una se-
mana después nos dijeron que el campamento aprobó nuestra 
ayuda económica.
    Cuando pienso en ese momento, realmente creo que ese mo-
mento cambió mi vida, realmente creo que si no fuera a CLC 
en 1990 mi vida no sería la misma que es hoy.

¿Cómo fue llegar a CLC su primer año?

Recuerdo todas las cosas que hicimos para ahorrar dinero 
para pagar un pasaporte mexicano, el costo de la visa es-
tadounidense y volar a CLC. Vendimos muchas cosas, lavamos 
autos, etc. Yo solo tenía 11 años, pero estaba interesado en ir 
a CLC.
    El día que llegamos estaba tan nervioso, llegamos el sábado 
por la noche, y yo era el campista mexicano más joven, así 
que mi cabaña en ese momento era Ogdonia y el otro campista 
mexicano estaba en Norman. 
   Cuando vi que estaría solo en Ogdonia sin ningún otro mexi-
cano me asusté, porque no hablaba nada de inglés y los conse-
jeros y otros campistas no hablaban español.
    El primer año fue un poco difícil para el idioma, pero duran-
te el día obtuve el apoyo de los otros campistas mexicanos y 
eso fue de gran ayuda. 

¿Qué fue extraño?

Recuerdo que un niño me preguntó si solíamos usar sombre-
ros y pistolas y si todavía usábamos caballos para movernos 

en la Ciudad de México, eso 
fue muy divertido porque 
hace muchos años en la Ci-
udad de México no usamos 
esas cosas, solo las usába-
mos como como disfraz en 
fiestas o practicamos paseos 
a caballo como pasatiempo, 
no como transporte diario. 
En ese momento supe que el 
intercambio internacional era 
una oportunidad no solo para 
los campistas mexicanos, sino 
también para todos los camp-
istas que asistieron a CLC.

¿Recuerdas de qué clan 
eras?

Por supuesto, mi clan son 
osos. Todavía recuerdo cuan-
do nos dijeron que tu clan es 
tu clan de por vida. 
    También recuerdo a Joe 
Alford como el líder de bomb-
eros del consejo y los juegos 
que hicimos en ese momento.

¿Qué fue lo que más te gustó 
hacer?

   Bueno, me encantaron 
muchas actividades. Las 
actividades diarias que me 
encantaban eran el ciclismo 
de montaña, la natación y el 
kayak. 
    Mi actividad especial fa-
vorita fue jugar a capturar la 
bandera, fútbol de barro y los 
Juegos Olímpicos.

¿Regresaste a CLC?

Sí, por supuesto, después del 
primer año solo esperé más 
allá del año para volver a 
CLC. 
   Trabajé cada oportunidad 
que pude para pagar el pas-
aporte, el boleto de avión, etc.
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En Espanol: Ricky Moore 
Entrevistando Enrique Villalpando 



    Volví a CLC muchos años 
desde 1990 y pocos años 
después tuve la oportuni-
dad de ser el consejero de 
Ogdonia durante 3 años, mi 
primer año como personal mi 
co-consejero fue Ricky Moore 
y también fue una gran expe-
riencia.

¿Qué más puedes decir sobre 
CLC?

Realmente quiero dar gracias 
a Dios y a la Familia Alford 
porque expresaron Amor en 
todas las cosas que hicieron 
por todos los campistas que 
fueron a CLC, realmente creo 
que el trabajo que pusieron 
en CLC cambió muchas vidas, 
expresaron lo divino, tenien-
do en cuenta todas las cosas 
altruistas que han hecho. 
   No tengo palabras para 
agradecer a todas las per-
sonas que hacen posible el 
campamento.
    Finalmente quiero agra-
decer a Dios porque este año 
(2021) mi hija finalmente 
decidió ir a CLC como conse-
jera y cuando regresó a Méx-
ico estaba muy feliz, y ahora 
tenemos muchas cosas de qué 
hablar sobre el campamento 
y sobre todo.
     Debido a su comprensión 
más profunda del conocimien-
to de la Ciencia Cristiana.
   Gracias a todo el personal 
que hace de CLC un gran lu-
gar al que ir año tras año.

Ogdonia cabin photo (above): Counselors Enrique (back left) and 
Ricky Moore (far right) pose for the session cabin photo with their camp-
ers sometime in the late 90s.
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Ogdonia cabin photo: Enrique Vilalpando third from left poses with 
his two co-counselors and campers in the late 90s.



I’m from México City.  When 
I was 16 years old I had the 
greatest opportunity to go to 
camp for three consecutive 
summers at Crystal Lake 
Camps as a camper, then as a 
CIT, and finally as a counsel-
or. 
    This was a unique experi-
ence where I was guided by 
God’s hands the whole time.
    This was my first adven-
ture outside of my country 
traveling -- and without fami-
ly. This was also the first time 
I heard real English outside of 
school, and used other coins 
(dollars) instead of Mexican 
pesos.
    It was a long plane trip 
from México City up to New 
York and then finally by bus 
to Pennsylvania that took 
three days and two nights.
    Everything was different 
and fascinating to me.
    I loved Crystal Lake Camps 
right away because of its 
beautiful nature -- the combi-
nation of seeing Crystal Lake, 
the trees, the wind and sky, 
it’s so peaceful! 
    I remember the feeling of 
peace sitting on the Lodge 
porch looking out at Crystal 
Lake, and the rest hour after 
lunch, writing to my family 
that was so far away. 
    I also remember fondly the 
long walks through the forest 
and lying on a picnic table 
on a sleeping bag watching 
the stars. Looking up at the 
sky I had the sensation of the 
stars falling over me shining 
bright, and I could perceive 
that God’s omnipresence was 

ruling the universe and the 
bears nearby. This was a mar-
velous feeling because I came 
from a huge city. 
   Also at camp I had my first 
experience with sailing and 
archery, and I loved them 
both. Ping pong was also very 
fun. I can’t help but smile 
remembering those oatmeal 
breakfasts and salads and the 
blue bug juice that gave us 
blue smiles.
    I remember the way walk-
ing at night was so dark that 
I couldn’t see my hands and 
fingers, praying to get to the 
cabin.
 I also remember the feeling 
of expectation of walking 
silently around to the other 
side of the lake to the beat of 
a drum. The clan games were 
unique. And the singing all 
together as the fire blazed 

would bring tears to my eyes.
    Each moment there was 
special. 
    It was hard for me to un-
derstand English at first, but 
with effort I did. 
    Finally, I met amazing peo-
ple from the camp directors 
to the counselors who mo-
tivated us and fun campers 
that I still keep in contact 
with today.
      I hope I visit again some 
day. But even if that doesn’t 
happen, Crystal Lake Camps 
is in my heart always forever. 
    Regards to all and infinite 
gratitude for helping me go 

Friends: Keny Garcia, Paige Nilsen, Christina Velasco and Uhura Garcia 
pause for a picture. Courtesy Christina Velasco
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“I Loved Crystal Lake Camps Right Away” 
One camper from Mexico remembers her first year

By Cristina Velasco
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Nikahu cabin photo: Counselors Christina Velasco front row left, Bonn Wade and Mandy (Kaul) 
Dwyer sit in the front row for the cabin photo circa 1995. 

Kiya cabin photo: Counselors Christina Velasco (far left) and Judy Shepherd (far right) stand and 
pose with their cabin circa 1995. Sitting far right is CIT Melonie Kole. Courtesy Christina Velasco. 
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Can You Find The Answers?
Puzzles by Chuck Ninesling

Across

1. archery award
4. hiking snack

8. the minimum portion

10. High Ropes Course finale

12. lake or swamp?

14. end of summer celebration

15. best seat on the porch

16. post Barn Dance fun

17. loud camp wildlife

18. colorful arts & crafts project

Nope, not a bear paw.
 This is a wolf print! 
Do you know the difference?

Down

2. sometimes extended

3. current skiing option

5. going off-trail

6. evening activity

7. spoken before a meal

9. louder camp wildlife

11. blueberry or chocolate chip

13. extra blanket
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      CLC Update
 

The Alumni Council is made up of volunteer alumni. 
We get regular updates from camp at our monthly Zoom meetings. We know that camp also 
sends out updates regularly on its social media and through emails, but here are a few from 

camp that we wanted to make sure you didn’t miss!

1. Strategic plan. For the past 
two years Camp has been 

perfecting a strategic plan. 
Based off of a questionnaire 
that went out to hundreds of 
camper and staff alumni and 
current CLC families, it now 
has articulated values that 

will help as camp continues to 
grow!

2. Building updates. Camp is 
just starting the process of 

looking at how best to update 
the buildings - and the an-

cient septic system to ensure 
camp’s future (ahem) flow.  

Camp has hired a consultant 
called AECOM, to workshop 

“Master Plan” ideas, sticking 
closely to the data collected 
from the strategic plan sur-

vey.  Stay tuned for more info 
from camp on that!

3. Stables update: This sum-
mer camp moved from the 

English Riding style to 
Western style.

 
4.  Year-Round Job openings: 

There are a couple year-
round (and always summer) 

job openings. Check out 
camp’s website when you get 

a chance. 

Got questions about camp? Interested in working or volunteering?
Email camp director Becca DeNicholas: becca@crystallakecamps.org
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Calling all Memories: Stables

In one of our upcoming issues of 
the CLC Alumni Chatter, we plan 
to regail you with stories from the 
stables. Join in the story telling! 

   We need you to send us your 
memories, photos or both. What 
horses were your favorite? Did 
you have an awesome healing? 
Did you learn something that 
stuck with you always, or was 
there just something hilarious 
that went down? What’s some-
thing that when you think about 
the stables, the horses and horse-
back riding program makes you 
smile? 

  Send us your memories by Au-
gust 30, 2022. They can be as 
short as a paragraph or as long as 
800 words. 

Send photos and/or commentary to 
the Alumni Council:  alumnichatter@crystallakecamps.org

Got feedback? 
Is there a theme you 
want us to consider 

exploring in an 
upcoming issue of the 

Alumni Chatter? 
What do you think 
about the Alumni 

Chatter? Should it be 
shorter? longer? just 

right? We are still 
figuring it out, so send 

us your feedback! 

Alumni Association Zoom: Jenna Fisher, Jen Vomvas, Ricky Moore, David 
Twitchell, Chuck Ninesling, Tanya Trepashko, Emily Reynolds, Nathan Bowen 
and Keny Garcia showed up to an Alumni Council  meeting July 5. 
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Ways To Stay In Touch And Get Involved!

Dates For Your Diary

We want to keep in touch 
with you! 
    The late camp director 
Anna Alford, along with sev-
eral camp alumni and Trust-
ees including Rex Nelles, got 
the CLC Alumni Association 
started as a way to reconnect 
with alumni, share stories 
and adventures, and remind 
you that you’re always wel-
come home to camp no mat-
ter where you are in life.  
    Since then, the association 
has worked to do just that. 
Each month, a group of us 
hop on the phone to discuss 
ways to connect in various 
regions through things like 
picnics, game nights, musical 
events, and more.  
   Join us any time to hear 
what’s happening at camp or 
what we’re up to.  

* Send us an email to share 
a photo, or a memory that 
has impacted your journey 
or just to let us know what 
you’re up to! 

In our upcoming Chatters, we 
hope to spotlight the stables, 
different generations, the 
waterfront, overnights and 
more. Got a story? Send it 
our way. AlumniChatter@
CrystalLakeCamps.org 

*Did something major shift 
while you were at camp? Tell 
us the story behind it as you 
experienced it!

* Join the Crystal Lake 
Camps Alumni Association 
Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/CrystalLakeCampsAlumni

* Attend an event. These 
include events up at CLC, as 
well as regional events orga-
nized by the Alumni Council 
and announced on Facebook.

* Participate in a virtual 
program. CLC hosts regular 
Bible lesson readings, book 
clubs, Sermon on the Mount 
readings, and language les-
sons with alums and friends 
from around the world. For 
more information, visit: 
crystallakecamps.org/virtu-
ally-clc 

* Join the Alumni Council: 
attend monthly meetings, 
support Fall For All, and cre-
ate one-off events for alums 
in your local area. Email us to 
hear how to join us! 

7th Annual Trail Race [Aug. 27] CLC’s Ski & Outdoor Center hosts a 5k and a 25k on camp’s 
cross-country ski trails. Learn more: crystallakeskiandoutdoorcenter.com/trailrace 

Fall For All [Oct. 8-11] This is a special fall weekend camp experience open to all CS folk, but 
we especially encourage alumni families  (regardless of whether they are practicing CS) to 
enjoy CLC activities such as pumpkin carving, archery, boating, hiking. 

Fall Cleanup Weekend [Oct. 21-23] Open to adults to complete projects and help prep for the 
winter and give back to camp. 

Winter Camp [Dec. 29-Jan 1] Adults and families are invited to celebrate the New Year at CLC 
and partake in fun winter activities such as ice-skating, arts & crafts, and gingerbread house 
making. 

Learn more at crystallakecamps.org/adult-family-year-round-events

Your Elected Alumni Association Council 
Chair Chuck Ninesling, Vice Chair Ricky Moore, Secretary Meghan Therry, Emily Reynolds, 
Jenn Ritter, David Twitchell, Tanya Trepashko, and CLC Board of Trustee member Jenna 
Fisher as liaison to the CLC Board of Trustees, which oversees the activity of the association. 


